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ReservationsReservationsReservationsReservationsReservations
Make reservations for any of

the following classes by calling mil
485-8188.

TTTTTots grots grots grots grots groupoupoupoupoup
The Parents and Tots Play group

(birth to pre-school) meets every
Monday, 10-11:30 a.m. at the Iron
Kids play group room, Building
8222.

Nurturing parentsNurturing parentsNurturing parentsNurturing parentsNurturing parents
The Empowering Nurturing Par-

ents group for nurturing graduates
to continue the learning meets ev-
ery Tuesday, 10-11:30 a.m. at the
Iron Kids play room, Building 8222.

ReunionReunionReunionReunionReunion
Spouse Reunion Training is

June 9, 16, and 23 at the family
readiness group building in Wetzel,
8:30 a.m.-noon. Choose one that
suits your schedule.

TTTTTake a brake a brake a brake a brake a breakeakeakeakeak
The Spouse’s Coffee Break, a

support group for all military
spouses, meets every Wednesday
and Friday, 10-11:30 a.m. at the Iron
Kids play room, Building 8222. Bring
your children along.

I’ve got the powerI’ve got the powerI’ve got the powerI’ve got the powerI’ve got the power
A Power and Control Signals

session meets June 10, noon -2 p.m.
at Army Community Services.

Rules of combatRules of combatRules of combatRules of combatRules of combat
A Fair Fighting Rules/Conflict

Resolution for Couples session
meets June 8, 3:30-5 p.m., at ACS

TTTTTactical supportactical supportactical supportactical supportactical support
A Parent Power Rules (control

tactics) session is scheduled June
15, 3:30-5 p.m. at ACS.

TTTTTripin’ripin’ripin’ripin’ripin’
Take a trip to a German Craft

Store. Join Trudy Krämer on a walk-
ing trip to a local craft supplies
shop, June 8, 9-11 a.m., strollers are
welcome. Make it a craft-filled day
by stopping for a quick lunch on the
way back and then stay at ACS for
the class listed below

Get craftyGet craftyGet craftyGet craftyGet crafty
Learn a few craft ideas that are

inexpensive and fun to do from Tina
Olson, June 8, 1-3 p.m. at ACS.

AFTB classesAFTB classesAFTB classesAFTB classesAFTB classes
Army Family Team Building level

I, II, and III is offered in the AFTB
classroom, Building 8745.

Level I is offered June 9, 8:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

Level II is scheduled June 15-17,
8:30  a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Level II is set for June 21 through
24 from 5:30-8:30 p.m.

TTTTTrain your parrain your parrain your parrain your parrain your parentsentsentsentsents
The Training Your Parents group

focuses on helping youth resolve
family issues and is offered at the
Iron Kids play room, Building 8222.
Adolescents (8 to 12) are invited
June 11 from 3:30-5 p.m.

Get a jobGet a jobGet a jobGet a jobGet a job
A job fair is scheduled June 11

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Rheinlander.

WWWWWelcome classelcome classelcome classelcome classelcome class
A three-day class that offers

insight into the German culture and
language and provides tips on en-
joying an overseas assignment is
scheduled June 8-9 from 8:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Information on the Ger-
man train and bus system and field
trips to restaurants and Idar-
Oberstein are included.

Army Family Team Building is
offered on the third day and an
optional field trip to Globus will be
offered. Free childcare is available
for infants, toddlers and
preschoolers, but limited spaces are
available and preregistration is re-
quired. Participants are responsible
for their own meals and transporta-
tion expenses.

Food for thoughtFood for thoughtFood for thoughtFood for thoughtFood for thought
Join ACS for a free hot breakfast

every Friday from 8:30-1:030 a.m. at
the FRG building. In addition to a
tasty hot meal, a short 30 minute
program of interest to spouses and
parents will be offered. Advance
reservations are required. Break-
fast menus will change weekly, so
mark your calendars for every Fri-
day.

Care providersCare providersCare providersCare providersCare providers
In-service training for certified

child care providers is offered June
8, from 12:30-2:30 p.m. An informa-
tional briefing for persons inter-
ested in becoming certified provid-
ers is scheduled for June 15 from 5-
6 p.m.

Business
Operations Division

Bowl for freeBowl for freeBowl for freeBowl for freeBowl for free
Strikers has free bowling every

Thursday from 3-6 p.m. for all fami-
lies.

Strikers specialsStrikers specialsStrikers specialsStrikers specialsStrikers specials
Bowling specials include Mon-

day Night Madness 5-11 p.m.; Tues-
day Nifty Fifties Night 5-11 p.m.;
Wild Wednesdays starting at 5 p.m.,
$5 cover charge and 25 cent games;
Early Birds Bowling on Thursdays
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Thursday

Color Pin Bowling from 6-11 p.m.;
Friday Kids’ Night Out from 6-11
p.m.; Saturday Cosmic Bowling
from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m.: Sunday Family
Bowling from 1- 9 p.m.

ShootersShootersShootersShootersShooters
Shooters offers Kids’ Cinema

Night on Thursdays at 5 p.m. Kiddie
Bingo is offered June 12 June from
3-5 p.m. The grand opening is set
for June 25 at 3 p.m.

Rudy’Rudy’Rudy’Rudy’Rudy’sssss
Grab Bag Night is offered every

Thursday from 5-10 p.m.. For every
purchase of $5 or more you can grab
at a chance to win a prize.

RheinlanderRheinlanderRheinlanderRheinlanderRheinlander
Ladies Night is June 11 from 5

p.m.-midnight. The evening fea-
tures a make-over theme with a free
glass with the purchase of a promo-
tional beverage and door prizes.

Rolling HillsRolling HillsRolling HillsRolling HillsRolling Hills
Golf CourseGolf CourseGolf CourseGolf CourseGolf Course

Rolling Hills Golf Course offers
Thursday night golf scrambles. Sign

up in the Pro Shop from 3-5:30 p.m.
Shotgun start is at 6 p.m. Entry fee
is $10 and nonmembers pay green
fees.

Commander’Commander’Commander’Commander’Commander’s Cups Cups Cups Cups Cup
Drive your golf buddies crazy

and win the Commander’s Cup
Championship at the Rolling Hills
Golf Course June 26 at 9 a.m. Entry
fee is $25. Nonmembers pay a green
fee. Sign up by June 23.

German-AmericanGerman-AmericanGerman-AmericanGerman-AmericanGerman-American
Junior Golf ClinicJunior Golf ClinicJunior Golf ClinicJunior Golf ClinicJunior Golf Clinic

Youth ages 7-18, can learn to
putt, chip, pitch and drive at Rolling
Hills Golf Course. Every Tuesday
starting June 15 from 4-6 p.m. The
cost is $75.

CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity
Recreation DivisionRecreation DivisionRecreation DivisionRecreation DivisionRecreation Division

It’It’It’It’It’s Bazaars Bazaars Bazaars Bazaars Bazaar
The Baumholder bazaar is sched-

uled June 11-13 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
at the Hall of Champions. Call mil

485-8779 for more information.

Adventure tripsAdventure tripsAdventure tripsAdventure tripsAdventure trips
The following trips are offered

by Outdoor Recreation during June.
12 June, Raft Float on the Mosel

River
17-20 June, White Water Raft-

ing in Austria
17-21 June, Malta Scuba Diving

Trip
June 13, Legoland, Guenzburg,

Germany
June 20, Six Flags, Belgium
June 26, Sea Kayaking, Bostal

Sea
June 27, Kayaking Trip, Sauer,

Germany
Call Outdoor Recreation at mil

485-7182 for more information.

Free shuttleFree shuttleFree shuttleFree shuttleFree shuttle
A free shopping shuttle  to the

Ramstein and Vogelweh exchange
facilities is offered by Outdoor Rec-
reation. Advance reservations are
required and may be made by call-
ing Outdoor Recreation at mil 485-
7182.

Trips are offered to Ramstein on
Tuesdays and to Vogelweh on
Thursdays. Call Outdoor Recre-
ation for departure times. A coupon
for 20 percent off purchases and a
coupon for $2 off lunch will be of-
fered to 14 persons per trip.

Express shuttleExpress shuttleExpress shuttleExpress shuttleExpress shuttle
A free Saturday express shuttle

is offered to families of deployed
Soldiers. Call mil 485-6115 begin-
ning the Monday prior to the trip.
The next trip is June 12 to
Neuschwanstein Castle from 5 a.m.
to 9 p.m.

Rolling HillsRolling HillsRolling HillsRolling HillsRolling Hills
Athletic ClubAthletic ClubAthletic ClubAthletic ClubAthletic Club

Free family swim nights are of-
fered Fridays from 6-9 p.m. through
July. Swim nights feature games
and activities for kids.

AAFESAAFESAAFESAAFESAAFES

Food CourtFood CourtFood CourtFood CourtFood Court
AAFES offers the following

Food Court Promotions.
Mondays, free king-upsize with

any combo meal at Burger King
Tuesdays, free taco with any

combo meal at Taco Bell
Wednesday, free six-piece

cheesestix with any large pizza at
Anthony’s

Thursdays, free ice cream sand-
wich with any combo meal at Robin
Hood

Fridays, 99 cents kids meal with
any combo meal at Popeye’s

Saturdays, free movie matinee
at the Wagon Wheel Theatre at 4
p.m.

Sundays, large drink and pop-
corn for $2.99 at the Wagon Wheel
Theatre

Photo by Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava

Command Sgt. Major Vern N. Croley tells DIVARTY soldiers to “never
forget where they came from as they climb the ladder of success” during
his retirement ceremony May 27. Croley  received a Legion of Merit for
his years of dedicated service. He joined the military with no education and
retired with a masters degree in history. Croley has the distinction of having
been in a leadership position since he became a private.
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Baumholder happenings

tion that rooted out 61 (enemy pris-
oners of war) — people with tons of
intelligence potential for us,” Rice
said.

Though the operation may have
been initiated as a response to a
tragedy, careful planning helped it
reach another of the brigade’s mis-
sion objectives: building up con-
tacts within the community. The
last 12 months of operations in Iraq
for the brigade have been con-
cerned with happenings in
Baghdad. The unit has a new area of
operations and is restarting its ef-
forts at interaction with the commu-
nity.

“We’re building up our human
intelligence base,” said Spc. Kelly
B. Leonard, intelligence analyst with
2nd BCT.

Establishing those connections
and establishing trust with the
people is essential to digging up
useful information, according to the
analysts.

“The intel is really coming from
the Iraqi people,” Rice said. “Down
at the ground level, the Iraqis are
really contributing to the success
of what we do. When we can get a
local to say ‘My neighbor has mor-
tar rounds stashed in his backyard,’
then a lot of good points come out
that help us build a picture of the
enemy.”

When one element of the opera-
tion — the cordon and search — is
done properly, it is the first step to
building good relations with the
residents. The ground elements of
the operation, including Soldiers
from 1st BCT, 4-27 FA, and 2nd
Battalion, 6th Infantry, applied
sound search practices to try to
minimize the inconvenience to the

citizens of the community.
Information operations cells

even sent out flyers to prepare the
populace telling the residents that
the 2nd BCT’s operation was nec-
essary to ensure the safety of the
neighborhoods, according to Rice.

“When we were going into the
areas, the local populace would stop
their farming and were waving at
us,” said Leonard. “That’s a good
sign.”

One of 2nd BCT’s overall mis-
sion goals is to maintain lines of
communication — such as road-
ways, railways and communications
networks — keeping up the flow of
information about Mujahadeen,
anti-Coalition and foreign fighter
activities is always relevant to pre-
venting attacks and punishing
those responsible for the attacks
that do occur.

“Based on interrogations of the
EPWs, we’re getting new intel,”
Leonard said. “We have more up-
to-date information based on what
we know now.”

This intelligence-gathering coup
brought about by Striker Hurricane
should not be the last of the infor-
mation-gathering successes of the
brigade. The 2nd BCT intelligence
section is maneuvering as a well-
oiled machine thanks to the experi-
ence it has gained over the past
year.

“When Najaf was attacked we
went; when Al Kut was attacked we
went,” Leonard said.

“We’ve got some of the stron-
gest people on this team that I’ve
worked with,” he said.

“I believe 2nd Brigade can go
into any part of Iraq and be suc-
cessful,” Rice said.

‘Striker Hurricane’ nets enemy, information
By Sgt. M. Trent Lowry

USMC, 1AD PAO

When 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Armored Division gets
hit by the opposition, they don’t
just take the punch, they hit back
strong where it will really hurt their
opponent.

That was the message the Iron
Brigade wanted to send when it
initiated Striker Hurricane May 1.

Instead of flaunting its superior
firepower, the brigade chose to
design the operation to round up
insurgents and other anti-coalition

parties, based on intelligence pro-
vided by the 1st Marine Expedi-
tionary Force and using help from
its sister brigade, 1st Brigade Com-
bat Team, according to Staff Sgt.
Matthew B. Rice, intelligence ana-
lyst with 2nd BCT.

Striker Hurricane was the re-
sponse to the deaths — by a ve-
hicle borne improvised explosive
device attack April 29 — of eight
soldiers from 4th Battalion, 27th
Field Artillery, one of  2nd BCT’s
units.

“Operation Striker Hurricane was

in response to that attack, which
was a catastrophic loss for the bri-
gade. We wanted to let the enemy
know we’re not going to flinch,”
said Rice, a native of Lancaster,
Calif. “We targeted anyone we had
enough (intelligence) for and de-
cided we’re going to collect them
right now, to show the insurgents
that the Coalition is here and we’re
not going away.”

“I think it was a big eye-opener
for the enemy,” Rice added. “Aside
from hitting our known targets, we
also did a cordon and search opera-

Photo courtesy 2nd BCT intelligence section

Keeping lines of communication open, Spc. Kelly B. Leonard, an intelligence analyst with 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored
Division, keeps up with updates of what is happening during Striker Hurricane May 1.

Striker Hurricane opened
many peoples’ eyes as it en-

Child and YChild and YChild and YChild and YChild and Youthouthouthouthouth
ServicesServicesServicesServicesServices

Hourly child careHourly child careHourly child careHourly child careHourly child care
Families of E-5 deployed Sol-

diers can now receive 10 free hours
per month of respite care. Call for
reservations.

Infants to kindergarten care is
offered at the Dispensary and
Strassburg CDCs.

Kindergarten care is offered at
Wetzel and Smith CDC.

First through sixth grade care is
offered at Wetzel SAS 485-7475;
Smith SAS 485-6641; and
Neubrücke SAS 485-7731.

CounselorsCounselorsCounselorsCounselorsCounselors
Professional Counselors from

the United States have been placed
in the schools, Child and Youth
Services, and Army Community
Service; their services are free. If

you need crisis intervention or
short-term assistance, call the
schools, CYS or ACS, as appropri-
ate to your need. If you would like
to have a counselor come to your
FRG meetings, contact Donna
Finney at ACS, mil 485-8188. To
contact a counselor at CYS, call mil
485-7003.

TTTTTeen adventureen adventureen adventureen adventureen adventureseseseses
The Teen Adventure Program

offers the following adventure op-
portunities.

Kayaking/Canoeing, June 16-18
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Rolling Hills Athletic Club Pool
and Bostal See.

Call Werner Graf for more info at
mil 485-7182

For more information on youth
activities call Steve Ferguson at mil

485-8249

YYYYYouth activitiesouth activitiesouth activitiesouth activitiesouth activities
The following activities are avail-

able for youth from 6 through 12
grade

Europa Park Trip, June 11, 6:30
a.m. to 9 p.m.

Miramar Schwimbad Trip, June
15 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Free school’s out barbecue June
12 for 6-8 grade youth at the Under-
ground from 3-6 pm. and for 9
through 12 grade youth at the Teen
Café from 5-8 p.m.

Lava Lava landLava Lava landLava Lava landLava Lava landLava Lava land
Lava Lava Island is coming to

Baumholder. Vacation Bible School
is erupting

with fun this year. Preschoolers
through 5th graders can join in the

activities at Wetzel Elementary
School June 28 through July 2 from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. daily and “let Jesus’
love flow.” For more information
call Karyn Couly at civ (06782)
887948

or Rocio Rivas at 06783*-903795.
Teen and adult volunteers are
needed. Mahalo. See you on the
Island.

ChapelChapelChapelChapelChapel

Operation FEEDOperation FEEDOperation FEEDOperation FEEDOperation FEED
Operation FEED, Families En-

during Extended Deployment, is a
community chaplain’s sponsored
event to assist spouses with Sol-
diers down range to deal with the
challenges of the extended deploy-

ment. Operation FEED will offer a
free overnight stay at Hambachtal
Retreat Center for spouses and their
children.

There will be short seminars on
various topics of interest to
spouses. Activities are also
planned for children. Limited reser-
vations are available so call today
to make your reservation at civ
(06783) 6-1570.

Operation FEED dates are June
22-23, 29-30; July 6-7; 13-14 and 20-
21.

EducationEducationEducationEducationEducation

Operation HealthOperation HealthOperation HealthOperation HealthOperation Health
Operation Health is now under

way at the Digital Learning Center.
The course is offered Mondays and
Fridays from noon-1 p.m. and runs
for eight weeks. Come and join the
others who are changing their bod-
ies and minds
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By Ignacio “Iggy”
Rubalcava

222nd Base Support Battalion
Public Affairs Office

Employees of the 222nd Base
Support Battalion were honored for
their work and dedication during a
length of service ceremony May 26.
Susanne Strawhorn was recognized
for 45 years of service. Strawhorn
currently works in the 222nd BSB
headquarters as an administrative
assistant. During her 45 years with
the U.S. military she has worked as
the director of resource manage-
ment and chief of the Directorate of
Community Activities.

Employees who were recognized
for 35 years of service were
Wolfgang Albert, Guenther
Boettcher, Hans-Juergen Clemann,
Hannelore Cook, Madeleine
Dwoiakowski, Bruno Kryschik,
Reed Leader, Karl-Oskar Mueller,
Herbert Sauer, Ingrid Ulrich,
Gerhard Weinz and Klaus Weirich.

Those who earned recognition
for 30 years of service include Edda
Johnston, Peter Preusse and Udo
Rennwanz

Honored for serving with the
U.S. military for 25 years were Jo-
seph Ayson, Monika Early, Roland
Frech, Dorothee Frick, Hermann
Gierend, Otto Kessler, Wolfgang
Neu, Wolfgang Schwan, Birgit
Sheetz, Paul Uhl, Michael Wagner,
Waldemar Weingarth, Burkhard
Werle and Petra Schmidt.

The honorees receiving 20-year
recognition were Hermann Josef
Baltes, Carmen Baumhardt-
Cullmann, Gerd Becker, Harald Bell,
Hans-Guenter Donner, Hans-
Werner Eifler, Karin Fath, Manfred
Faust, Petra Franz, Thomas Goerlitz,
Michael Hauch, Christine
Hennchen, Frank Hiebel, Mario
Jacobs, Werner Korb, Ute Lever-
ing, Thomas Mais, Bernd Moessner,
Otmar Mueller, Hanni Nahrun,
Yogendra Patel, Ellen Pontius, Rob-
ert Prescott, Isolde Rueckert,
Brigitte Schanz-Hachenthal,
Heinrich Schmitt, Berthold
Schuhmacher, Norbert Schwenk,
Armin Simon, Hans-Ludwig Simon,
Winfried Wagner, Harald Weber
and Hubertus Zerfass.

Command viewCommand viewCommand viewCommand viewCommand view
Before the ceremony, Col George

A. Latham, 104th Area Support
Group commander, passed on his
views about the current proposal to
streamline ASG and BSB operations,
the possible loss of positions as a
result of this merger and closure.

“I see no change for you all,”
said Latham, “If in fact the merger
does wind up happening in Hanau,
the whole goal of that is just to
merge together, not to let a lot of

folks go or anything like that,” he
said.

“The bottom line is I see little
change for you in Baumholder. If
anything you might wind up report-
ing directly to Heidelberg or some-
thing like that. So, no change, if
anything you’ll probably get a few
more people,” said Latham.

Addressing the possible closure
issue Latham told the BSB employ-
ees, “I see Baumholder staying
around here for a number of more
years…I’m telling you the truth, I
honestly see Baumholder staying
around here for a few more years. I
think you should feel confident that
you’re going to be here. We need
you here. You all do a great job. I’m
proud to serve with you.”

General assemblyGeneral assemblyGeneral assemblyGeneral assemblyGeneral assembly
In conjunction with the length

of service ceremony, Lt. Col. Todd
A. Buchs, 222nd BSB commander,
conducted a general personnel as-
sembly in which he addressed
Baumholder’s Army Community of
Excellence award, the recent per-
sonnel survey, recognized some
award recipients and laid out the
BSB’s mission as it prepares to re-
ceive the returning soldiers of the
1st Armored Division.

“Baumholder placed third world
wide in the Army Community of
excellence competition. Super job
by all of you,” said Buchs.

 “That’s third place out of 166
installations world wide so again,
super job by all of you out there. I’m
extremely proud of you,” he said.

“But it doesn’t stop there. We
won the supply excellence award in
all of Europe in the small category
and now we are headed to the De-
partment of the Army to compete
for the coveted first place in supply
excellence,” said Buchs.

Sean Lambur presented the re-
cent personnel survey results, and
although the turnout was slightly
lower than last year, those who
participated returned a favorable
response. Since survey was con-
ducted on computers this year, this
streamlined tabulation and analy-
sis significantly, according to
Lambur.

“In my eyes these are extremely
good results… It tells wonders as
to what we’re doing out there as a
team. It shows that everybody is
proud of being part of this great
organization,” said Buchs.

“And again, being placed third
in the Army community of excel-
lence competition is probably the
biggest demonstration of how well
we work together as an organiza-
tion, how proud we are of this orga-
nization and in the future of this
organization,” he said.

“I look at it as teamwork, every-
body pitching in, working outside
of their lane and helping someone
else to complete the mission. That
doesn’t happen in a lot of organiza-
tions, said Buchs. He then turned to
the tasks and mission that face the
222nd BSB in the coming months.

A look aheadA look aheadA look aheadA look aheadA look ahead
“Let’s look at he future,” he said.

“We’re expecting our soldiers to
return in the July and August time
frame. We have no firm date but my
guess is we’re going to start seeing
soldiers around the first of July so
we’ve got to be ready. We’ve got to
get ourselves back into the reinte-
gration mode. We have to be ready
go give that first class support that
we were giving and continue to
give to our soldiers and the families.
“The same schedule will apply as
last time. They’ll come back here,
they’ll go through a required, man-
datory seven-day reintegration
period and then they have the op-
portunity to take up to 30 days of
leave. So that means we’ll start see-
ing them return from their block
leave sometime after Aug. 15 to the
beginning of September,” said
Buchs.

“The start of school will be the
7th of September. DoDDS has
agreed to work with our families
that may not arrive back from their
block leave before then. Their go-
ing to work with those families to

make sure their child gets back into
school with no penalties on their
child or the family,” said Buchs.

With so much work ahead in the
coming months, Buchs urged em-
ployees to take leave now before
the Soldiers start returning but he
also passed on a word of caution.
“Now, understand we still have fami-
lies to take care of until the Soldiers
redeploy but I know our directors
are working with our division chiefs
to get people out on leave and still
take care of our mission.

“So this is a time to start using
some of our annual leave.  I ask
again that people refrain from tak-
ing leave in the July/August time
frame so that we have everybody
that we need here to take care of
these Soldiers and their families as
we reunite them back into the com-
munity,” said Buchs.

He then addressed community
improvements like the theater, bowl-
ing center and the old Rod and Gun
Club, now known as Shooters.

“We’ve got a lot more projects that
were doing out there to make it
better… We’ve got a lot of success
stories out there and we’ve got a lot
more to come. That’s all part of
being a growing, learning and im-
proving organization.” He said.

He encouraged everyone to at-
tend the Shooters grand opening
June 25 and then talked about the
4th of July celebration. “We’re go-
ing to have multiple bands, differ-
ent types of music such as country
and rock. It’s going to be a great day
for the Baumholder community so
put that on your calendars also,”
said Buchs.

“The last thing I’ll leave you
with is to keep your focus on our
customers…Our customers think
we’re doing an awesome job. We’re
just getting absolutely positive
feedback. They think we’ve doing
a great job in supporting them ...so
keep your focus on them and help
them through this difficult time,”
said Buchs.

Photo by Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava

Susanne Strawhorn in congratulated by Lt. Col. Todd A. Buchs, 222nd Base Support Battalion commander, and Col. George
A. Latham, 104th Area Support Group commander, during a length of service ceremony May 26. Strawhorn was recognized
for 45 years of service with the U.S. military.

Employees honored for dedicated service
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By Dr. Peggy Hoffman-
Schmidt

Kaiserslautern DoDDS Public
Affairs Officer

The Baumholder Military Com-
munity honored the teachers of the
Baumholder area schools with a
dinner and reception on May 24 at
the Rheinlander Club. The teachers
were praised by Lt. Col. Todd A.
Buchs, 222nd Base Support Battal-
ion commander, for being a “con-
stant island in the storm” for the
children of the military. “I have
grown to love this community be-
cause of people like you, teachers.
You have been there for our chil-
dren in this difficult time. It doesn’t
get any harder than the times we
have had this year, but you show
how it can be done. You, the teach-
ers, are islands in the storm; steady,
reliable members of our ‘military
family,’ continuing to provide a
nurturing environment for our chil-
dren.”

Diana Ohman, Director of
DoDDS-Europe, was the keynote
speaker to pay tribute to the teach-
ers and administrators of the
Baumholder area. “Education is not
a business. It is about kids and
schools. . . . Teachers take all our
children and nurture them,” she said.
She shared that during two days
she was visiting each classroom of
the Baumholder area schools and
she was learning the extra miles the
teachers and administrators were

going to support the children and
families during this difficult time.
She listed a myriad of extra efforts
being extended to include, after
school activities, parent support
groups, concern groups, ice cream
socials, after school homework
nights, parent teas, author visits,
cook outs, yoga lessons, to name a
few, all extra efforts extended to try
and meet the needs of the commu-
nity during this stressful time.

In addition to expressing her
own thanks and appreciation to the
teachers, Ohman shared important
messages from the House of Repre-
sentatives and three general offic-
ers. She read from special messages.
The United States House of Repre-
sentatives passed a resolution prais-
ing the teachers of DoDEA for their
important role in providing a “nor-
mal environment” for our children.
“The contributions of DoDEA world
wide are commended, … the teach-
ers are working on the front lines.”
Gen. John P. Abezaid, sent a special
message expressing his pride and
gratitude to the teachers of DoDEA.
“They are integral to the success of
the central command.” Gen. B. B.
Bell, U.S. Army in Europe com-
mander,  also sent a special mes-
sage: “This year is especially im-
portant, and the critical support
given by DoDDS teachers is greatly
appreciated.”  Gen Robert H. “Doc”
Foglesong, U.S. Air Force, also ex-
pressed his gratitude, “to the teach-

Teachers are ‘an island in the storm’

ers who make daily contributions to
the well being of the children of our
military.” Ohman praised the teach-
ers, in closing for the “awesome
job” they are doing for the children
of the military.  “You are dedicated,
caring people, making education
and children your priority,” she said.

Dorrie Meckes and James Gra-

ham, teacher leaders of the
Baumholder Area Education Asso-
ciation showed their appreciate to
Buchs by presenting him gifts of
appreciation. Meckes said that his
support for the schools and the
teachers was their “beacon of light”
in the storm.

The celebration for appreciat-

ing the teachers was hosted by the
222nd BSB as well as being sup-
ported by the Baumholder High
School Jazz Band, AAFES and the
PTSA’s of the local schools. Ger-
man Partnership Schools from the
local area joined the special evening,
adding to the celebration of the
Baumholder area teachers.
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Diana Ohman, Director of DoDDS-Europe, meets with students at Wetzel Elementary School.

By Ignacio “Iggy”
Rubalcava

222nd Base Support Battalion
Public Affairs office

Thirty-nine years, four months
and 16 days, That’s how long
Ursula Harnisch dedicated herself
to serving the Soldiers and families
of the Baumholder military commu-
nity as an employee of the
Baumholder commissary. Harnisch
retired May 28 to care for her ailing
mother. “I chose to retire because I
must take care of my mother,” said
Harnisch.

During her many years as a com-
missary employee, Harnisch accu-
mulated lots of memories of
Baumholder and here fellow em-
ployees. “They were nice years.
Sometimes it was hard but for the
most part they were good years and
I always had great colleagues,” she
said.

One of her most memorable mo-
ments was perhaps not one of her
best but memorable nevertheless.

“One day we arrived at the com-
missary and the commissary was
burning. It was a Friday and on

Saturday we opened up in the ware-
house downtown. This happened
sometime in 1970. I’m not sure of the
exact date.”

At that time, the commissary
was located next to the post ex-
change. When it burned down the
personnel were relocated to the
warehouse downtown to provide
continued service to the Soldiers
and families.

Harnisch explained that around
1977 they moved back on post to its
currently location only to be relo-
cated once again in a facility near
the wash rack while the commissary
underwent renovation for about a
year and a half. “In that time they
put in the bakery, deli, redid the
floors and generally refurbished the
entire facility,” said Harnisch.

But service continued and
“There were no problems with our
customers during this time,” she
said.

Her colleagues honored here
with a retirement luncheon and pre-
sented her with numerous gifts.
They all knew how addicted she
had become to “junk food” so one

of her gifts, which was to heavy to
be lifted off the trolley on which it
lay, was a large basket filled with
every imaginable type of “junk
food” here colleagues could forage
from the commissary shelves.

“Thirty-nine years, four months
and 16 days, that’s a long time and
I’m sure that if all of the store direc-
tors were here today they would
say what I’m trying to say, that’s a
long time and we greatly appreciate
it that you’ve been working for the
commissary for that amount of
time,” said Reed Leader, commis-
sary manager, during Harnisch’s
retirement luncheon.

Here service to the community
did not go unnoticed by the U.S.
military. Maj. Mike McAllister pre-
sented here with a certificate of
appreciation and a pin on behalf of
the 222nd Base Support Battalion
and the military community.

As the formalities came to a
close, an emotional Harnisch told
her fellow employees that had gath-
ered to say good-bye, “I cannot say
a lot but I’ll say thank-you and I’ll
miss you.”
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Ursula Harnisch unpacks one of several gifts she received during retirement luncheon
May 28. Harnisch retired after more than 39 years of working for the Baumholder
Commissary.

Harnisch steps down after 39 years
“They were nice years. Sometimes it was hard but ... I always had great colleagues,”


